
The Proof of 
FaithPART ONE



21 Was not Abraham our father justified 
by works when he offered up Isaac his 
son on the altar? 22 You see that faith 
was working with his works, and as a 

result of the works, faith was perfected; 

James 2:21-26



23 and the Scripture was fulfilled 
which says, “And Abraham believed 
God, and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called 
the friend of God. 24 You see that a 

man is justified by works and not by 
faith alone.

James 2:21-26



25 In the same way, was not Rahab 
the harlot also justified by works 

when she received the messengers 
and sent them out by another way? 
26 For just as the body without the 
spirit is dead, so also faith without 

works is dead. 

James 2:21-26
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Three-fold 

Path

The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

A. Specific act of Abraham - verse 21 
B. Specific act of Rahab - verse 25 

The 
EXPLANATIO

N

A. Genuine faith produces works - verse 
22 
B. Proof of genuine faith - verse 22 
C. Proof of Scripture’s veracity of 
Abraham’s right standing and relationship 
with God - verse 23 

The 
PRINCIPLE

A. Justification by faith 
through the EVIDENCE of 
works 
B. The necessity of works as 
proof of life 
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Good 
Works

but by

Faith 
Alone

5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds 
which we have done in righteousness, but 
according to His mercy, by the washing of 
regeneration and renewing by the Holy 
Spirit, 6 whom He poured out upon us richly 
through Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 so that 
being justified by His grace we would be 
made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. Titus 3:5-

7
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Man cannot save 
himself on his own, 
because he cannot 
fulf i l l  al l  of  God’s 
commandments. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

A. Specific act of Abraham -
verse 21 21 Was not Abraham our father 

justified by works when he offered 
up Isaac his son on the altar? 

o Abraham proved that he was a  

justified man or a saved man, BY 
HIS WORKS, one of which was the 
offering up of Isaac on the altar. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

A. Specific act of Abraham -
verse 21 21 Was not Abraham our father 

justified by works when he offered 
up Isaac his son on the altar? 

o His absolute love for God was proof of his 
saving faith. 

Imagine giving up his own son, HIS ONLY SON (through 
Sarah), HIS BELOVED SON, HIS GROWN-UP SON [about 30 
years old]. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

A. Specific act of Abraham -
verse 21 21 Was not Abraham our father 

justified by works when he offered 
up Isaac his son on the altar? 

o The promise of God for Abraham to have children goes 
back to Genesis 12, when he was 75 years old. When Isaac 
was born, he was already 100 years old, meaning he waited 
for 25 years for him to have a child with Sarah and if Isaac 

was now 30 years old, that totals 55 years of seemingly 
wasted years since God was asking Abraham to sacrifice 
him now. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

A. Specific act of Abraham -
verse 21 21 Was not Abraham our father 

justified by works when he offered 
up Isaac his son on the altar? 

o For Abraham to be willing to do that, meant that He 

genuinely believed in Yahweh. When a man shows that 

God is his first love and is willing to sacrifice anything, 

that is proof that he truly has FAITH and is a child of God. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

B. Specific act of Rahab - verse 
25 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the 

harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out 
by another way? 

Rahab also proved her faith by her works, specifically her help of 
Israel’s spies. 

SIDEBAR: TWO LESSONS in Rahab’s life: 
1. She is called here as the HARLOT, SIGNIFYING THAT ALL WHO COME to God, 

no matter what past there is, are not rejected, Christ accepts us as we are. 
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Christ
ACCEPTS US AS WE 

ARE.If we attempt to change 
ourselves to make 

ourselves acceptable, we 

cannot be accepted. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

B. Specific act of Rahab - verse 
25 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the 

harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out 
by another way? 

SIDEBAR: TWO LESSONS in Rahab’s life: 
1. She is called here as the HARLOT, SIGNIFYING THAT ALL WHO COME to God, 

no matter what past there is, are not rejected, Christ accepts us as we are. 

o Rahab was believed to have become a sincere proselyte. She 
afterwards became the wife of Salmon, a prince of the tribe of Judah, 
and mother of Boaz, ancestor of David, who is included in our Lord’s 
genealogy. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

B. Specific act of Rahab - verse 
25 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the 

harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out 
by another way? 

SIDEBAR: TWO LESSONS in Rahab’s life: 
1. She is called here as the HARLOT, SIGNIFYING THAT ALL WHO COME to God, 

no matter what past there is, are not rejected, Christ accepts us as we are. 

o Some Bible dictionaries and commentaries state that she may have been the 

ancestress of many priests and prophets, including Jeremiah and Ezekiel. Her 

position of dignity among the Hebrews is evident from the fact that her name 
appears in Christ’s genealogy in Matthew 1:5. 

THE PROOF 
O F  F A I T H



19

THE PROOF 
O F  F A I T H

No matter what our 
dark past is, 

God can still save and 
use us mightily. 
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The 
EXAMPLES 

of 
ABRAHAM 
& RAHAB

B. Specific act of Rahab - verse 
25 25 In the same way, was not Rahab the 

harlot also justified by works when she 
received the messengers and sent them out 
by another way? 

SIDEBAR: TWO LESSONS in Rahab’s life: 
2. Another lesson here is that had anyone known of her activity of helping 

spies that would conquer her very own nation Jericho, she would have been 
branded a traitor to the nation and would have been killed. 

She RISKED HER LIFE because she believed in Yahweh. 

This only proved that her faith was genuine. 
Later, however, she was branded a heroine of the faith. What makes us heroes, 
is not the perceptions of the people for the present, but what God thinks of us. 
The future, however, reveals who are the REAL HEROES. 
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Saving 
Faith

A man who truly has

will manifest it by his good 
works.TRUE FAITH IS  ALWAYS 

ACCOMPANIED BY  GOOD 
WORKS.
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