
The Sin
of Favoritism



“1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord 

Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 2 For if a 

man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in 

fine clothes, and there also comes in a poor man in dirty 

clothes,

James 2:1-4



3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine 

clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good place,” and you say to the 

poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my footstool,” 4

have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become 

judges with evil motives?” 

James 2:1-4



Favoritism and discrimination
are SINS that Christians COMMONLY COMMIT, but 

something that is NOT GIVEN MUCH ATTENTION, but 

surprisingly this one of the sins that GOD CONDEMNS so 

vigorously both in the Old and New Testament. 

THE SIN OF 
FAVORITISM



I. PRINCIPLE & PRACTICE IN CHRISTIANITY: 
EQUALITY OF ALL MEN & EQUALITY OF 

TREATMENT (verse one) 

II. INEQUALITY OF TREATMENT 
(verses two and three) 

A. TWO KINDS OF MEN (verse two)

B. TWO KINDS OF TREATMENT (verse three) 

III .MALPRACTICE: GUILT ON TWO COUNTS (verse 

four) 

A. DISCRIMINATION AND JUDGMENT
B. EVIL MOTIVATION 

Outline
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EQUALITY OF ALL MEN & 
EQUALITY OF TREATMENT. 

My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. 

JAMES 2:1

I. PRINCIPLE & PRACTICE IN CHRISTIANITY: 

Christianity is a “FAITH” where all should be 
treated equally because all of us are equal in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 
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“28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor 
free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one 

in Christ Jesus.” 
GALATIANS 3:28

I. PRINCIPLE & PRACTICE IN CHRISTIANITY: 

Therefore, FAVORITISM in the church of 
Jesus Christ is out of place. 

DEFINITION of favoritism: the practice of giving
unfair preferential treatment to one person or 
group at the expense of another. 
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II. INEQUALITY OF TREATMENT 
(verses two and three) 

“2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold 
ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there also comes 

in a poor man in dirty clothes,”
JAMES 2:2



“GOLD RING” is actually a compound 

adjective in Greek, and it is not found elsewhere 
in the New Testament, and literally means gold-
fingered. The term does not suggest one ring, 
but rather a finger laden with gold rings. 

“FINE CLOTHES” - pertaining to being 

brilliant or splendid, though with the possible 
implication of ostentatious or superficial—
‘splendid, glamorous.’ 

TWO KINDS OF MEN
(verse two) 

Rich Man Poor Man
“DIRTY CLOTHES” 

pertaining to being dirty or filthy—‘dirty, filthy.’ 
‘and a poor man in dirty clothes also comes’ 

(JAMES 2:2)

In JAMES 2:2, the emphasis is not upon clothes 
being ragged as one might expect in the case of a 

poor man, but upon the clothes being filthy and 
thus the basis for greater offense and avoidance. 



II. INEQUALITY OF TREATMENT 
(verses two and three) 

“3 and you pay special attention to the one who is 
wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit here in a good 

place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over 
there, or sit down by my footstool,” 

JAMES 2:3



The rich man is treated well be giving 
him a VIP seat. 

By the way this preferential treatment is 
not only given to the rich but also the 
famous. 

TWO KINDS OF TREATMENT
(verse three) 

Rich Man Poor Man
The poor man is discriminated upon and made 

either to STAND UP; not that there is no seat 
available, but that his DIRTY CLOTHES might 

just SOIL the seats, or he is made to sit at the 
footstool. 

FOOTSTOOL: a piece of furniture on which one 
may rest one’s feet.

In places where there is no footstool, 
this means, the floor. 



If a poor man enters our congregation and is given this kind of 
attention, do you think they will be converted to Christ? 
PROBABLY NOT! 

There is this human tendency in most of us to honor and 
respect more those who are distinguished in APPEARANCE. 

Those who are not so distinguished are not given due to 
courtesy. 

This is something that happens in the world, but something 
that should not happen in church. 

Question:
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Sometimes this FAVORITISM is made manifest in the fact that 
we get excited with the conversion of a wealthy or influential 
person, more than we do let’s say with a street beggar. 

A CONSEQUENT PROBLEM with preferential treatment is that 
a person will begin to think that he is more special than all the 
rest. This will not contribute anything in the way of humility, 
so that the person never grows up. 

SIDEBAR: Another problem that we usually have is that we 
IMMEDIATELY make these rich and influential people to testify 
in congregation when in fact their roots are not yet deep. 
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A. DISCRIMINATION AND JUDGMENT

4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil motives? 

JAMES 2:4

III. MALPRACTICE: GUILT ON TWO COUNTS 
(verse 4)

The phrase “made distinctions among yourselves” means that we 
are saying that there are TWO KINDS of believers, the “special” 
and the “not special”. Such thinking is TOTALLY UNCHRISTIAN and 
UNBIBLICAL! 

The phrase “become judges” basically means that we make the 
judgment that “one group is better than the other” and therefore 
should be treated DIFFERENTLY. 
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B. MOTIVATION

4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and 
become judges with evil motives? 

JAMES 2:4

III. MALPRACTICE: GUILT ON TWO COUNTS 
(verse 4)

4. Sometimes we may just want to be noticed by those 
whom we revere. 

This discrimination and judgment may be an indication of EVIL MOTIVES: 

1. Some of us may want to make them as milking cows to serve as 
financiers in church. 

2. Sometimes people come to church to do business. They are 
looking for business partners.

3. Sometimes we may just want to say that we have rubbed 
elbows with the elite. 
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All over the world, there is racism and discrimination, but 

Christianity is a home and refuge for all men who want to know Christ. Our 

Jesus makes no distinctions; He treats all men equally and grants 

salvation with NO thought of riches or poverty. 

John 7:37

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast,
Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is
thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.
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