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1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai
saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh the great city and cry against 
it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.” 3 But Jonah 
rose up to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. So 
he went down to Joppa, found a ship which was going to 
Tarshish, paid the fare and went down into it to go with 
them to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.
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4 The LORD hurled a great wind on the sea and there was a 
great storm on the sea so that the ship was about to break 
up. 5 Then the sailors became afraid and every man cried 
to his god, and they threw the cargo which was in the ship 
into the sea to lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone below 
into the hold of the ship, lain down and fallen sound asleep.
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ALL OF US
WITHOUT EXCEPTION

HAVE A CALL TO
DO SOMETHING.

N O 
ESCAPE



DID NOT RESPOND POSITIVELY

DISOBEYED

FLEEING AWAY FROM THE 
PRESENCE OF THE LORD 

RESULT: NEGATIVE CONSEQUENCES
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The COMMAND to prophesy to 
Nineveh

(verses 1 - 2)
The DISOBEDIENCE

(verse  3)

The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 

The REBUKE
-The Captain (verse 6)
-The Sailors (verses 7-10)

The SOLUTION (and conversion of sailors)
(verses 11-16) 

The GRACE OF GOD
(verse 17, Part two) JONA
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The COMMAND to prophesy to Nineveh
(verses 1 - 2)

1 The word of the LORD came 
to Jonah the son of Amittai
saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh 
the great city and cry against it, 
for their wickedness has come up 
before Me.”

1

BACKGROUND STUDY

• The account presents itself as 

actual history.

• The Jews and early church 

believed it to be literal.
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The COMMAND to prophesy to Nineveh
(verses 1 - 2)

1

BACKGROUND STUDY

• The author of 2 Kings (14:25) refers to 

Jonah as a historical person. His 

hometown is given, along with the name of 

his father, and the king he served under.

• Jesus testified to the literal account of 

Jonah (Mt. 12:38-41; 16:4; Lk. 11:29-32). 
Jonah was one of four Old Testament 

prophets whose ministries were referred 

to by Christ (cf. Matt. 12:41; Luke 11:32). 
The others were Elijah (Matt. 17:11-12),
Elisha (Luke 4:27), Isaiah (Matt. 15:7). 

NOT FICTIONAL

NOT A BIBLICAL CARTOON STORY 
✓ HISTORICAL FACTS
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1 The word of the LORD came 
to Jonah the son of Amittai
saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh 
the great city and cry against it, 
for their wickedness has come up 
before Me.”



The COMMAND to prophesy to 
Nineveh

(verses 1 - 2)

JON
AH

Son of Amittai
“dove”

II Kings 14:25 gives his home as Gath – hepher, 
north of Nazareth. 

Jonah was the only prophet sent directly to the 
Gentiles, which meant that God has ALWAYS had a 
HEART FOR THE GENTILES. 

PROPHECY was directed to Nineveh.

ASSYRIA - merciless, proud, cruel, and 
self-sufficient, empire lasted to about 
400 years, militaristic nation, feared and 
hated by its enemies. 

This tells you the reason why God 
wanted to JUDGE this nation. 
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The DISOBEDIENCE
(verse  3)

2

JON
AH

Jonah sought to flee to Tarshish. 
This means that instead of going 
EAST where Nineveh was, he was 
going WEST. 

He didn’t want Nineveh to 
repent, because he knew that 
Assyria was appointed by God to 
punish the Northern Kingdom. 

N O 
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3 But Jonah rose up to flee 
to Tarshish from the presence of 
the LORD. So he went down 
to Joppa, found a ship which was 
going to Tarshish, paid the fare 
and went down into it to go with 
them to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD.



Our skewed VALUES and PERSPECTIVES can come in the 
way of our OBEDIENCE to God’s WILL. In the case of 
Jonah, it was his misplaced Jewish patriotism. His 
nationalism blinded him to the PLIGHT of other people and 
caused him to be uncompassionate. 

The DISOBEDIENCE
(verse  3)

2

JON
AH

His sense of Jewish patriotism caused 
him to be uncompassionate with the 
Ninevites and he wanted them to be 
destroyed. 

Jonah knew that God would spare the 
Ninevites if they repented, and he did 
not want these enemies of Israel to be 
spared.

It would appear that the population of 
Nineveh may have been in excess of a 
million. 
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3 But Jonah rose up to flee 
to Tarshish from the presence of 
the LORD. So he went down 
to Joppa, found a ship which was 
going to Tarshish, paid the fare 
and went down into it to go with 
them to Tarshish from the 
presence of the LORD.



The DISOBEDIENCE
(verse  3)

“1 Now all the tax collectors and the sinners were coming near Him to listen to 
Him. 2 Both the Pharisees and the scribes began to grumble, saying, “This man 
receives sinners and eats with them.” 3 So He told them this parable, saying, 4

“What man among you, if he has a hundred sheep and has lost one of them, 
does not leave the ninety-nine in the open pasture and go after the one which 

is lost until he finds it? 5 “When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. 6 “And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his 

neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which 
was lost!’ 7 “I tell you that in the same way, there will be more joy in heaven 

over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 
no repentance.” 
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The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 

3
4 The LORD hurled a great wind on the 
sea and there was a great storm on 
the sea so that the ship was about 
to break up. 5 Then the sailors became 
afraid and every man cried to his god, 
and they threw the cargo which was 
in the ship into the sea to lighten it for 
them. But Jonah had gone below into 
the hold of the ship, lain down and 
fallen sound asleep.

God sends a POWERFUL 
STORM as chastisement for 

His disobedient prophet. 

“For we know Him who said, “Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay.” And again, “The 
Lord will judge His people.” 31 It is a 

terrifying thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.” 

HEBREWS 10:30-31

Jonah’s sin AFFECTED others as well, 
though they were innocent of Jonah’s sin. 
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“1 But the sons of Israel acted unfaithfully in regard to the things under the ban, 
for Achan, the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, from the tribe of 

Judah, took some of the things under the ban, therefore the anger of the Lord 
burned against the sons of Israel. 2 Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, 

which is near Beth-aven, east of Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out the 
land.” So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3 They returned to Joshua and said 
to him, “Do not let all the people go up; only about two or three thousand men 

need go up to Ai; do not make all the people toil up there, for they are few.” J
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The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 
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4 So about three thousand men from the people went up there, but they fled from 
the men of Ai. 5 The men of Ai struck down about thirty-six of their men, and 
pursued them from the gate as far as Shebarim and struck them down on the 

descent, so the hearts of the people melted and became as water. 6 Then Joshua tore 
his clothes and fell to the earth on his face before the ark of the Lord until the 

evening, both he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their heads. 7 Joshua 
said, “Alas, O Lord God, why did You ever bring this people over the Jordan, only to 

deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? If only we had been willing to 
dwell beyond the Jordan! 
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The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 
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8 “O Lord, what can I say since Israel has turned their back before their 
enemies? 9 “For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear 

of it, and they will surround us and cut off our name from the earth. And 
what will You do for Your great name?” 10 So the Lord said to Joshua, “Rise 

up! Why is it that you have fallen on your face? “Israel has sinned, and they 
have also transgressed My covenant which I commanded them. And they 
have even taken some of the things under the ban and have both stolen 

and deceived. Moreover, they have also put them among their own things. J
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The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 
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12 “Therefore the sons of Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they 
turn their backs before their enemies, for they have become accursed. I 

will not be with you anymore unless you destroy the things under the ban 
from your midst. 13 “Rise up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Consecrate 

yourselves for tomorrow, for thus the Lord, the God of Israel, has said, 
“There are things under the ban in your midst, O Israel. You cannot stand 

before your enemies until you have removed the things under the ban 
from your midst.” J
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The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 
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The CONSEQUENCE
(verses 4-5, Part one) 

JON
AH
in the ship would die with him. Jonah just went below the ship and SLEPT. 
Again, he shows that he had NO COMPASSION towards other people of other 
nations. 

knew that the STORM was a consequence of his 
disobedience and yet he didn’t care if he died or if the 
men
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WE SHOULD NEVER
CROSS THE LINE 
AGAINST GOD. 
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