


Commitment
: to SERVE GOD 

and the CHURCH



“5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through 
whom you came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 

6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7 So 
neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, 

who makes things grow. 8 The man who plants and the man who 
waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his 

own labor. 9 For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, 
God's building.”



“10 By the grace God has given me, I laid a foundation as an expert 

builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should be 

careful how he builds. 11 For no one can lay any foundation other than 

the one already laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 If any man builds on this 

foundation using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, 13 his 

work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. 

It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each 

man's work. 14 If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. 15

If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only 

as one escaping through the flames.”



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory) - Genesis 11 -

TOWER of Babel 

“1 Now the whole world had one language and a 
common speech. 2 As men moved eastward, they 

found a plain in Shinar and settled there.” 



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory) - Genesis 11 -

TOWER of Babel 

“3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake 

them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for 

mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, 

with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make 

a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the 

whole earth." 



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory) - Genesis 11 -

TOWER of Babel 

“5 But the LORD came down to see the city and the tower that 

the men were building. 6 The LORD said, "If as one people 

speaking the same language they have begun to do this, then 

nothing they plan to do will be impossible for them. 7 Come, let 

us go down and confuse their language so they will not 

understand each other." 



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory) - Genesis 11 -

TOWER of Babel 

“8 So the LORD scattered them from there over all the earth, 

and they stopped building the city. 9 That is why it was called 

Babel--because there the LORD confused the language of the 

whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face 

of the whole earth.” 



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory) - Genesis 11 -

TOWER of Babel 

“3 They said to each other, "Come, let's make bricks and bake 

them thoroughly." They used brick instead of stone, and tar for 

mortar. 4 Then they said, "Come, let us build ourselves a city, 

with a tower that reaches to the heavens, so that we may make 

a name for ourselves and not be scattered over the face of the 

whole earth." 



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory)

“28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve 

months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal 

palace of Babylon, 30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I 

have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and 

for the glory of my majesty?" 

DANIEL 4:28-32



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory)

“28 All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve 

months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal 

palace of Babylon, 30 he said, "Is not this the great Babylon I 

have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and 

for the glory of my majesty?" 

DANIEL 4:28-32



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory)

“31 The words were still on his lips when a voice came 

from heaven, "This is what is decreed for you, King 

Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been taken from 

you.”

DANIEL 4:28-32



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by 

man, and for man (for man’s glory)

“32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the 

wild animals; you will eat grass like cattle. Seven times will pass 

by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is 

sovereign over the kingdoms of men and gives them to 

anyone he wishes.” 

DANIEL 4:28-32



THIS IS WHAT GOD 
WANTS TO HAPPEN TO 

US“33 Immediately what had been said about 

Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from 

people and ate grass like cattle. His body was drenched 

with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers 

of an eagle and his nails like the claws of a bird.” 



THIS IS WHAT GOD 
WANTS TO HAPPEN TO 

US“34 At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my 

eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I 

praised the Most High; I honored and glorified him who 

lives forever. His dominion is an eternal dominion; his 

kingdom endures from generation to generation.”



THIS IS WHAT GOD 
WANTS TO HAPPEN TO 

US“35 All the peoples of the earth are regarded as nothing. He does as he 

pleases with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth. No 

one can hold back his hand or say to him: "What have you done?” 36 At 

the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor 

were returned to me for the glory of my kingdom. My advisers and 

nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became 

even greater than before.” 



THIS IS WHAT GOD 
WANTS TO HAPPEN TO 

US“37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt 

and glorify the King of heaven, because 

everything he does is right and all his ways 

are just. And those who walk in pride he is 

able to humble.” 



Definition of Terms:
1. SECULAR CITY – It is a city being built of man, by man, 

and for man (for man’s glory) - Genesis 11 - TOWER of 

Babel 

2. CITY OF GOD –The city of God is different in its 

standards, different in its goals and different in its 

DESTINY. 



“8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later 

receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did 

not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in 

the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in 

tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the 

same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with 

foundations, whose architect and builder is God.” 



“1 Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and 

the first earth had passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I 

saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven 

from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband. 3

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Now the dwelling 

of God is with men, and he will live with them. They will be his people, 

and God himself will be with them and be their God. 4 He will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning 

or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away." 



In this city,
the FOCUS is not 
on what is SEEN, 

but on what cannot
be SEEN.



“16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 

wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17

For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an 

eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes 

not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen 

is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”



While we live PHYSICALLY in this 
secular city, we don’t belong to it 

and must NOT LIVE ACCORDING TO 
IT. 



“18 If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated 

me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it would 

love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to 

the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. 



28 "And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the 

field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even 

Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is 

how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, 

O you of little faith? 

PRACTICAL 
IMPLICATIONS:1. If we belong to the city of God, how should we then conduct 

ourselves as individual Christians in the secular city that we are 

living in? MATTHEW 6:28-34



“31 So do not worry, saying, `What shall we eat?' or `What shall we 

drink?' or `What shall we wear?' 32 For the pagans run after all these 

things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But 

seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will 

be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of 

its own.” 

PRACTICAL 
IMPLICATIONS:1. If we belong to the city of God, how should we then conduct 

ourselves as individual Christians in the secular city that we are 

living in? MATTHEW 6:28-34



PRACTICAL 
IMPLICATIONS:1. If we belong to the city of God, how should we then conduct 

ourselves as individual Christians in the secular city that we 

are living in? 

2. If we are supposed to BUILD the CITY OF GOD and yet we 

are in this world albeit temporarily, how should we then 

INTERACT as a CHURCH (corporate body of believers and not 

as individual Christians) with the world that we now live in? 



The problem with the moralization and politicizing of 

Christianity is that the church misses out on its 

MISSION which is to GO and make disciples. 

Secondly, when the church heads into the direction of 

politics or mere moralization, it fails to really SOLVE 

the problem. 



PRACTICAL 
IMPLICATIONS:A. Let’s make sure we’re fighting the RIGHT WAR.

B. As the church, we are to declare the MAIN MESSAGE. Our 

main message is to declare the ATONING SACRIFICE of 

Jesus Christ for the sins of man and that if they reject 

that, judgment is impending. God commands all men to 

REPENT. 

C. The church needs to fight in the right way. We do not 

fight POLITICALLY as a CHURCH.

D. We need to fight with the right weapons. (PRAYER and the 

PREACHING of the WORD) 



“1 By the meekness and gentleness of Christ, I appeal to you--I, 

Paul, who am "timid" when face to face with you, but "bold" 

when away! 2 I beg you that when I come I may not have to be 

as bold as I expect to be toward some people who think that 

we live by the standards of this world. 3 For though we live in 

the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4 The 

weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On 

the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds.” 



“5 We demolish arguments and every pretension that 

sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take 

captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ. 6

And we will be ready to punish every act of 

disobedience, once your obedience is complete. 7 You 

are looking only on the surface of things.”




